
 

The TRAGEDY of UNBELIEF 
Familiarity Breeds Contempt from The Gospel of Mark 6:1-6 

Introduction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

#1 Unbelief S     Home; Familiarity breeds contempt 1  

 

 
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  

 

 

 

#2 Unbelief S    the obvious supernatural 2-3 

 
 

 1st Where did Jesus get this      ?  

 

 

 2nd Where did Jesus get this     ? 

 

 

 3rd Where did Jesus get this     ? 

  

 
 

 4th Isn’t Jesus merely a common      ? 
 

 
 5th Isn’t Jesus       ?  
 
  John 8:41 They said to Him, ‘We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.’ 

  

 6th Isn’t Jesus merely an      MAN who grew up here?   
 

 
Acts 13:48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord;  
 and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.  
Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, … was listening;  
 and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.  



 

#3 Unbelief S     over Christ as Savior 3-4 

 

 
1 Corinthians 1:23 … we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block…,  
1 Peter 2:8 A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word 

  

  

John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  
  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  

  

 

John MacArthur It is tragic that small issues can be used as great excuses for not believing.  The people of 
Nazareth were like people throughout the history of the church who can find every foolish reason to justify 
their rejection of the gospel.  They don’t like the attitude of the one who witnesses to them; they think 
most church people are hypocrites; they think the preacher is too loud or too soft, too stuffy or too 
overbearing; and the services are too formal or too informal.  They are offended at the slightest things 
Christians do, and construe the insignificant as being all important.  They put up one smoke screen after 
another to excuse their unwillingness to believe the clear and demanding claims and promises of Christ.    

 

#4 Unbelief S     God’s Blessing 5 

 
John MacArthur Some of Jesus’ miracles were done in direct response to personal faith; but many others, 
perhaps most of them, were done regardless of any specific expression of an individual’s faith. All of the 
miracles were done to strengthen the faith of those who believed in Him; but although God can perform 
miracles where there is no belief, He chose not to perform them where there was hard and willful unbelief. 
Unbelief, then, became a barrier to divine blessing, and because of the unbelief of the people in Nazareth, 
Jesus did not do many miracles there.   

 
 Matthew 13:58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.  

 
 

#5 Unbelief S   God’s heart 6 

 
John 14:6 the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through… HIM.  
John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into 
the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 “For everyone who does 
evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  
  

Throughout eternity, the lost soul will be testifying to this truth: “God is holy; I was a sinner; I rejected 
His salvation, I turned my back upon His gospel, I despised His Son, I hated God Himself, I lived in my 
sins, I loved my sins, I died in my sins, and now I am lost to all eternity! And God is righteous in my 
condemnation 

 

Romans 9:31-33 but Israel… did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone, just as it is written, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense,  
and he who believes in Him will NOT be disappointed. 

 

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net  
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table  

http://media.faith-bible.net/
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#1 Unbelief STRIKES Home; Familiarity breeds contempt 1  

 

 
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  

 

 

 

#2 Unbelief SPURNS the obvious supernatural 2-3 

 
 

 1st Where did Jesus get this AUTHORITY?  

 

 

 2nd Where did Jesus get this WISDOM? 

 

 

 3rd Where did Jesus get this POWER? 

  

 
 

 4th Isn’t Jesus merely a common CARPENTER? 
 

 
 5th Isn’t Jesus ILLEGITIMATE?  
 
  John 8:41 They said to Him, ‘We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.’ 

  

 6th Isn’t Jesus merely an ORDINARY MAN who grew up here?   
 

 
Acts 13:48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord;  
 and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.  
Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, … was listening;  
 and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.  



 

#3 Unbelief STUMBLES over Christ as Savior 3-4 

 

 
1 Corinthians 1:23 … we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block…,  
1 Peter 2:8 A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word 

  

  

John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  
  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  

  

 

John MacArthur It is tragic that small issues can be used as great excuses for not believing.  The people of 
Nazareth were like people throughout the history of the church who can find every foolish reason to justify 
their rejection of the gospel.  They don’t like the attitude of the one who witnesses to them; they think 
most church people are hypocrites; they think the preacher is too loud or too soft, too stuffy or too 
overbearing; and the services are too formal or too informal.  They are offended at the slightest things 
Christians do, and construe the insignificant as being all important.  They put up one smoke screen after 
another to excuse their unwillingness to believe the clear and demanding claims and promises of Christ.    

 

#4 Unbelief STIFFLES God’s Blessing 5 

 
John MacArthur Some of Jesus’ miracles were done in direct response to personal faith; but many others, 
perhaps most of them, were done regardless of any specific expression of an individual’s faith. All of the 
miracles were done to strengthen the faith of those who believed in Him; but although God can perform 
miracles where there is no belief, He chose not to perform them where there was hard and willful unbelief. 
Unbelief, then, became a barrier to divine blessing, and because of the unbelief of the people in Nazareth, 
Jesus did not do many miracles there.   

 
 Matthew 13:58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.  

 
 

#5 Unbelief STIRS God’s heart 6 

 
John 14:6 the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through… HIM.  
John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into 
the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 “For everyone who does 
evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  
  

Throughout eternity, the lost soul will be testifying to this truth: “God is holy; I was a sinner; I rejected 
His salvation, I turned my back upon His gospel, I despised His Son, I hated God Himself, I lived in my 
sins, I loved my sins, I died in my sins, and now I am lost to all eternity! And God is righteous in my 
condemnation 

 

Romans 9:31-33 but Israel… did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone, just as it is written, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense,  
and he who believes in Him will NOT be disappointed. 

 

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net  
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table   

http://media.faith-bible.net/

